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first WASC school district to gain accreditation 
for all its schools, achieved nine consecutive 
clean financial and compliance audits, re-
moved four of its seven special compliance 
conditions imposed by the USDOE, founded 
its first K–5 CHamoru language immersion 
program, created vital credit recovery pro-
grams for Guam’s two success academies, 
established a new Tiyan High School, ex-
panded Okkodo High School, and renovated 
Untalan Middle School. Outside of improved 
standards and instruction, he has also spear-
headed the integration of technology and 
STEM in the classroom, expansion of pro-
grams that promote college and career readi-
ness, and a bolstered school-based behavioral 
health support system while securing acco-
lades such as two MagPro Best Government 
Large Agency of the Year awards, three Pika’s 
Best Government Agency of the Year awards, 
and the 2019 Professor John M. Phillips Ex-
cellence in Government Accountability Award. 
Moreover, amid the unprecedented COVID–19 
pandemic, Superintendent Fernandez cata-
lyzed comprehensive community support to in-
clude launching school meal and community 
feeding sites, implementing distance learning, 
ensuring safe practices and protocols in all 
schools, mobilizing vaccination clinics for em-
ployees and students, and pushing for stu-
dents to return to the classroom. 

Beyond these organizational triumphs, Su-
perintendent Fernandez further realized his-
toric personal achievements. In addition to 
holding the titles as both GDOE’s longest- 
serving superintendent since World War II and 
the nation’s longest-tenured Chief State 
School Officer, he is the first superintendent 
from Guam to serve as Commissioner for the 
Accrediting Commission for Schools (WASC) 
and be elected to the Board of Directors of the 
Council of Chief State School Officers. 

Madam Speaker, I rise on behalf of the 
People of Guam, offering my greatest appre-
ciation to Superintendent Jon J. P. Fernandez 
for over ten years of invaluable service to gen-
erations of students and their families. His re-
solve to stand up quality education and youth 
support systems, advance departmental and 
interagency collaborations, and cultivate 
meaningful connections at the intersections of 
education, community, and civic involvement 
has transformed the foothold of our collective 
progress and continues to inspire many 
throughout our island, and I wish him and his 
family the best during the next chapter of their 
lives. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN H. RUTHERFORD 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 1, 2022 

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Madam Speaker, I was 
unavailable, and I missed the following roll call 
votes. 

Had I been present, I would have voted: yea 
on rollcall No. 257; and nay on rollcall No. 
267. 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF CLELA ROREX 

HON. JOE NEGUSE 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 1, 2022 

Mr. NEGUSE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in remembrance of a proud Coloradan, a 
champion for equality and a beacon of hope in 
our community, Clela Rorex, who passed 
away on June 19, 2022. 

Clela served her state honorably as the 
Clerk & Recorder for Boulder County from 
1975 to 1977. Early in her tenure, in 1975, 
she became the first county clerk in the nation 
to issue a marriage license to a same-sex 
couple. And in so doing, she changed the 
lives of countless families across the country. 
Clela firmly believed in equality under the law, 
and was a proud champion for justice and in-
clusion, believing that every American’s free-
dom to live without fear of discrimination must 
be protected. 

Clela was truly a pillar in our community and 
a symbol of hope for families across our coun-
try. My thoughts and prayers are with her fam-
ily and all those who knew and loved her. 

As we mourn her passing, we will remember 
her life and be inspired by her devotion to 
making this world a better place. 

f 

HONORING THE SACRIFICES OF 
CUSTOMS AND BORDER PROTEC-
TION PERSONNEL 

HON. JOHN KATKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 1, 2022 

Mr. KATKO. Madam Speaker, the mission 
of U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) 
is broad and diverse. The more than 60,000 
men and women of CBP protect our borders 
at and between our ports of entry. They pro-
tect Americans against terrorists and the in-
struments of terror. They enforce our laws and 
help boost our economic security and pros-
perity by facilitating trade and travel. While the 
roles they play each day may differ, the men 
and women of CBP share one common goal: 
to keep our country a safe, secure, and resil-
ient place where the American way of life can 
thrive. They provide selfless service to our 
country, and they do so with honor and dis-
tinction under an ever-present and evolving 
threat. I wish to pay tribute to the agents, offi-
cers and employees who have given the ulti-
mate sacrifice in the service of our Nation by 
honoring 37 courageous men and women of 
CBP who have died in the line of duty. Today 
we commemorate these brave men and 
women, celebrate their lives, and offer their 
families and loved ones our continued support. 
They have earned the respect and apprecia-
tion of a grateful nation. I include in the 
RECORD a list of these agents and officers: 

Wolf Valmond, CBP Officer Trainee; End of 
Watch: December 15, 2019. 

Juan Ollervidez III, CBP Agriculture Spe-
cialist; End of Watch: December 16, 2020. 

Denis Jasper Wells, Facility Operations 
Specialist; End of Watch: December 17, 2020. 

Andrew R. Bouchard, CBP Officer; End of 
Watch: December 19, 2020. 

Troy A. Adkins, CBP Officer; End of 
Watch: December 31, 2020. 

Byron Shields, CBP Officer; End of Watch: 
January 20, 2021. 

Beverly Good, Director of Field Oper-
ations; End of Watch: January 28, 2021. 

Robert Allan Mayer Jr., Special Agent; 
End of Watch: January 30, 2021. 

Rudy Morales Jr., Maintenance Mechanic; 
End of Watch: February 5, 2021. 

Cesar Sibonga, CBP Officer; End of Watch: 
February 7, 2021. 

Genaro Guerrero, CBP Officer; End of 
Watch: February 15, 2021. 

Carlos C. Mendoza, CBP Officer; End of 
Watch: February 24, 2021. 

Crispin San Jose, CBP Officer; End of 
Watch: March 9, 2021. 

Alejandro Flores-Bañuelos, Border Patrol 
Agent; End of Watch: March 15, 2021. 

Christopher Shane Simpkins, Border Pa-
trol Agent; End of Watch: April 12, 2021. 

Freddie Vasquez, Border Patrol Agent; End 
of Watch: May 8, 2021. 

Juan M. Urrutia, Border Patrol Agent; End 
of Watch: May 28, 2021. 

Ruben Facio, CBP Officer; End of Watch: 
July 17, 2021. 

Edgardo Acosta-Feliciano, Border Patrol 
Agent; End of Watch: July 31, 2021. 

Daniel P. Cox, Supervisory Border Patrol 
Agent; End of Watch: July 31, 2021. 

Ricardo Zarate, Border Patrol Agent; End 
of Watch: August 16, 2021. 

Yokemia L. Conyers, CBP Officer; End of 
Watch: August 18, 2021. 

Monica J. Riola, CBP Officer; End of 
Watch: August 20, 2021. 

Erik J. Skelton, CBP Officer; End of 
Watch: August 24, 2021. 

Chad E. McBroom, Border Patrol Agent; 
End of Watch: August 29, 2021. 

Francisco V. Tomas, CBP Technician; End 
of Watch: September 1, 2021. 

David B. Saavedra, CBP Officer; End of 
Watch: September 2, 2021. 

Luis H. Dominguez, Border Patrol Agent; 
End of Watch: September 23, 2021. 

David B. Ramirez, Border Patrol Agent; 
End of Watch: September 26, 2021. 

Alfredo M. Ibarra, Border Patrol Agent; 
End of Watch: September 27, 2021. 

Victor Donate, CBP Officer; End of Watch: 
October 7, 2021. 

David H. Gray, Enforcement Analysis Spe-
cialist; End of Watch: October 8, 2021. 

Rafael G. Sanchez, Supervisory Border Pa-
trol Agent; End of Watch: October 24, 2021. 

Mathew L. Lyons, Port Director; End of 
Watch: October 28, 2021. 

Anibal ‘‘Tony’’ Perez, Supervisory Border 
Patrol Agent; End of Watch: November 5, 
2021. 

Martin Barrios, Supervisory Border Patrol 
Agent; End of Watch: November 29, 2021. 

Salvador Martinez Jr., Border Patrol 
Agent; End of Watch: November 30, 2021. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE VERMONT IN-
STITUTE OF NATURAL SCIENCE 
(VINS) IN QUECHEE, VERMONT 

HON. PETER WELCH 
OF VERMONT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 1, 2022 

Mr. WELCH. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the outstanding work and enduring 
impact of the Vermont Institute of Natural 
Science (VINS) in Quechee, VT. I would also 
like to congratulate them as they celebrate 
their 50 Year Anniversary. Since their opening 
in October of 1972, VINS has served as a pil-
lar of the community, educating Vermonters 
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on the beautiful wildlife in our state and what 
we can do to conserve it. The organization 
and its staff have shown a remarkable com-
mitment to research, conservation and edu-
cation. 

The genesis of VINS can be traced back to 
David Laughlin, who spearheaded a study of 
the Ottauquechee River in central Vermont. 
The river was found to be badly polluted by 
waste and runoff. Joining Dr. Laughlin’s efforts 
were his wife Sally Laughlin, Rick Farrar, and 
June McKnight. The group’s efforts ultimately 
led to the first water quality litigation in the 
state of Vermont. The group built on the mo-
mentum from the victorious river cleanup, re-
maining vigilant in their commitment to pre-
serving the river’s future. Their brainstorming 
culminated into the idea to establish an envi-
ronmental organization aimed at educating 
young children. Thus, came the Vermont Insti-
tute of Natural Science in 1972. 

Since its founding, VINS’ mission has 
stressed education as a critical tool in chang-
ing perspectives and maintaining a healthy en-
vironment. Early on, Sally Laughlin led the 
charge to establish a bird-banding project with 
the help of her experienced colleague, Rick 
Farrar. The bird banding program, educational 
activities, and the river clean-up, established 
VINS as a critical Vermont institution. 

Today, VINS is defined by its environmental 
and education focus at the VINS Nature Cen-
ter, with 35 exhibit and education raptors uti-
lized in daily live education programs from a 
trained educator’s hand; the Forest Canopy 
Walk and Outdoor Classroom; the ADA trail 
network; VINS School Programs, which reach 
3,400 students and 600 teachers each year; 
the Adventure Playscape; and the Center for 
Wild Bird Rehabilitation. The rehabilitation 
center treats injured birds found throughout 
the state with the eventual goal of releasing 
them back into the wild. The center treated a 
record of 1,098 birds last year alone. Those 
birds which cannot be released safely are kept 
at VINS’ Nature Center as ‘‘ambassadors’’ for 
their species to help educate curious visitors. 

As Executive Director Charles Rattigan 
takes VINS into its next 50 years, the institute 
remains a sought-after destination for visitors 
and residents of Vermont and the Upper Val-
ley. This year alone, over 69,000 visitors 
passed through its gates to learn about 
raptors, native species and the environments 
in which they live. Curious people of all ages 
learned how to actively care for our natural 
world, helping to fulfill VINS’ crucial mission of 
motivating individuals and communities to care 
for their environment. I want to recognize 
VINS for its passionate commitment to edu-
cation, research and avian wildlife rehabilita-
tion. VINS continues to be an influential stew-
ard of the natural world, in Vermont and be-
yond. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF H. RES. 1086 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 1, 2022 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to speak on the importance of 
commemorating the 50th anniversary of U.S.- 
Bangladesh relations. In my district, my home-
town of Buffalo, New York hosts a significant 

Bangladeshi population that contributes to Buf-
falo’s rich cultural diversity and helps the city 
live up to its moniker as the City of Good 
Neighbors. I am proud to be representing the 
more than 10,000 Bangladeshi constituents in 
my district, and recently introduced H. Res. 
1086 honoring the 50th anniversary of U.S.- 
Bangladesh relations. 

The United States recognized the independ-
ence of Bangladesh on April 4, 1972. Since 
then, our two nations have cooperated on a 
myriad of issues, including the protection of 
Rohingya refugees fleeing genocide, the fight 
against the COVID–19 pandemic, and the 
continuation of a peaceful and inclusive Indo- 
Pacific region. 

The past thirty-five years have witnessed an 
influx of Bangladeshi immigrants to the United 
States, making the group the fastest growing 
Asian-American population in the country. In 
Buffalo, these individuals have established vi-
brant communities all over the city, with a spe-
cific concentration on the East Side including 
the neighborhoods of Broadway-Fillmore, Gen-
esee Moselle, Fillmore-Leroy, and Kensington. 
Members of the Bangladeshi community have 
started businesses, are renovating vacant 
homes, and are enriching the fabric of our re-
gion through their cultural contributions. 

The Bangladeshi population has made it a 
priority to foster a sense of community and 
cultural identity among its members. It has 
founded organizations such as the Ban-
gladesh Society of Buffalo and the Buffalo 
Bangla Newspaper with this particular goal in 
mind. Furthermore, the ranks of Bengali- 
speaking students enrolled in Buffalo Public 
Schools have continued to swell, and I am 
grateful to see to this cross-cultural coopera-
tion in our city. 

I look forward to welcoming further 
Bangladeshi immigrants to the United States 
and continue to admire the unique perspec-
tives and experiences they bring to our nation. 
Madam Speaker, I am grateful to express my 
deep appreciation for the long-standing rela-
tionship and cooperation between the United 
States and Bangladesh. 

f 

SUPPORTING SENATE AMEND-
MENTS TO THE HOUSE AMEND-
MENT TO S. 2938 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 1, 2022 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York. 
Madam Speaker, with the passage of the Bi-
partisan Safer Communities Act, Congress 
has come together to address the deadly gun 
violence epidemic that has plagued our com-
munities and the innocent children in them for 
far too long. The Act will finally codify en-
hanced background checks for individuals 
under 21, fund mental health and school safe-
ty, provide incentives for states to implement 
‘‘red flag’’ laws, limit the ‘‘boyfriend loophole’’ 
and prohibit the straw purchasing and traf-
ficking of firearms—a provision that I have 
worked on for over a decade. This legislation 
represents one of the most significant steps 
Congress has taken to reduce gun violence in 
nearly 30 years. The American public and its 
children will be safer because of the passage 
of this groundbreaking bipartisan bill and the 

legacy of this legislation will resonate for years 
to come. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF HELEN 
PRATHER 

HON. RASHIDA TLAIB 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 1, 2022 

Ms. TLAIB. Madam Speaker, today I want to 
recognize and celebrate Ms. Helen Prather, a 
long-time resident of Detroit in Michigan’s 13th 
Congressional District as she celebrates a 
milestone, her one hundred fifth birthday. 

Born in 1917, Ms. Prather was one of ten 
siblings in her close-knit family. She grew up 
in the heart of Detroit near Grand River. In her 
youth and throughout her life, Ms. Prather was 
a tireless fighter for advancement and protec-
tion of civil rights. She was also especially 
proud of her long career in social services, 
from which she retired at the age of eighty- 
eight. 

Ms. Prather has always valued her family 
life. She raised her children in Detroit along-
side her dear husband Joseph, to whom she 
was happily married for more than sixty years 
until his death in 2005. Ms. Prather has been 
an anchoring presence in her family, remain-
ing steadfast in her love for her 
multigenerational family, which includes her 
grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and great- 
great grandchild. 

Ms. Helen Prather is truly cherished by her 
family, friends, and neighbors. Please join me 
in wishing her a very happy birthday, sur-
rounded by love and light. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE 2022 STANLEY 
CUP WINNERS COLORADO AVA-
LANCHE 

HON. DIANA DeGETTE 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 1, 2022 

Ms. DEGETTE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today, along with my colleagues: Congress-
man ED PERLMUTTER, Congressman KEN 
BUCK, Congressman JOE NEGUSE, Congress-
man JASON CROW, and Congresswoman 
LAUREN BOEBERT, to recognize the best team 
in U.S. hockey, the Colorado Avalanche. We 
make this tribute after the Avalanche clinched 
the 2022 Stanley Cup with their Game 6 vic-
tory over the Tampa Bay Lightning on Sunday, 
June 26, 2022. 

For fans of the Colorado Avalanche, who 
have patiently waited for more than 20 years 
to see our favorite team triumphantly raise the 
Stanley Cup again, the journey to Sunday 
night’s victory has been long but worth the 
wait. We have watched this team battle 
through setbacks and injuries with admirable 
grit and determination, culminating this year in 
a 16–4 post-season record and a well-de-
served trophy. 

To secure their spot in the Stanley Cup 
Finals, the Avalanche overcame formidable 
teams, including their Western Conference 
challengers the Edmonton Oilers, who they 
swept in four games to advance to the Finals. 
There, they defeated the two-time defending 
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